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I t is easy to write about what an amazing year it
has been for Shalom Ministries but | am a little
speechless as | try to describe the sense of what is like
to be on the receiving end of God's faithfulness. 2013
was a huge time of questioning and transition for our
small organization and 2014 was a time of determina-
tion. | pray -- and ask that you pray with me -- that
2015 would be a season of walking out the amazing
things that God wants to do through all of you and
Rainbow Mike's team in the lives of youth in Kara-
moja.

Shalom has a renewed focus on transforming Kara-
moja through changing the lives of the youth and has
been undergoing a strategic refocusing.
Also, through the new website, Rainbow Mike has the
keys to post to the blog and has been putting photos

Rainbow Mike is Blogging!

and stories straight from Shalom Home and Kotido! Due
to the stories and news posted there about kids and
what God is doing, we are trying to promote the website
and blog more. In this annual report, | would like to high-
light what has been accomplished and some of the sto-
ries that you won't find in the blog.

Jesus teaches us that we are to use our worldly wealth to
make friends that will eventually welcome us into His
Kingdom. Thanks for your contributions in 2014 to this
end.

Sincerely,

Mike Barbee
USA Coordinator, Shalom Ministries International

It is good to hear Rainbow share the everyday of Shalom with us through the blog. We are working on the best way
to present the stories but it is good to see up-to-date events and photos from Rainbow.

% SHALOM MINISTRIES

Visit the site and his page: www.shalomuganda.moonfruit.com Senving Youth| Transforming Karamoja

HOME GIVING ABC

SRMBlog W8

Helping students face tough choices for school

By Rainbow Mike

Each year, there are a few stu-
dents that are either transition-
ing into secondary school after
taking their primary leaving ex-
ams (PLE) or out of secondary
school after their first 4 years.
Achen Regina and Awor Hellen
both sat for PLE in November
2014. | held a meeting with them and the boys (Loru
Denis, Okidi Denis, Logwang Mario Mark & Ochole Jo-
seph) who who also sat PLE. All the girls and the boys

from primary wanted to join secondary school but | also
presented to them the option for joining technical
schools in case some will not get good results from the
exams.

Some of the S4's finished and want to go for short term
courses like Irene just completed and some still want to
continue to "A" level. | also spoke to them about career
and the needs to stay focus to their dream, and trusting
their lives and dream to God. Some of the boys (Locham
Ronny Abraham, Namuya Boniface, Abok John, Ochen
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Daniel and Obura Paul) who finished "A"

level exams also attended the meeting. In the meeting | had them share their |
joyful experiences with exams that will take them to another level of educa-
tion as well as their experiences with shalom. for all of the, the questions is:
What next? for S.4 students and how they should spend their longest holiday
(3 months) and make it a productive, communicated and invited them to be
part of the discipleship camp etc.

Giving Everything for School

By Loru Denis

Am so happy to have finished my primary education. It was not easy for me when | just started P.1 (2008) where |
was the oldest child (16 years old) in the class and attending lessons with children ages 6, 7, 8 and 10 in the same
class. Sometime the children would make it so difficult for me when they called me BA-
2 BA P.1—it means | am over age for primary 1 and a father to them. But | endured to

¥ attend school and never got discouraged because | wanted to reach P.7 and also aiming
higher education.

& Why | began school late was because | was a warrior and taking care of some body’s

"% cows in the bush (kraal) before | came to town. One day early (2006) raiders came and
took all the cows and also killed many of us, we fought (with gun) for almost three hours
but they were many and overpowered us, killed many of us, and | survived under God'’s
mercy and fled from the bush to Kotido town council. | couldn’t return to my village
(Kapuyon, Panyangara) because | feared the owner of the cattle would kill me because
of the loss of animals. | did not know anybody in Kotido. After three days living on the

street; | followed some shepherds who
2 a N\
took me to the home of Mr. Ototong. The “
i . ) He told me he would send
= man accepted me to live at his home on ) )
condition that | take his animals for gazing me away from his home if |
; : M4 every day early morning and bring them ever talked about going to
back home late evening. | did this for 2 years without payment from school. “
him except for food, water and accommodation in his house. At the J

start of 2008 | asked him to allow me go to school and instead of say-
ing “yes,” he told me he would send me away from his home if | ever talked about going to school.

Conti nued on
Coming up in 2015...

In 2015, Shalom Ministries International will be applying for grants in order to help Rainbow Mike focus and expand
the ministry to reach youth more effectively, particularly to:

1. Send more youth to school that are in the program already;

2. Establish Shalom Home as more of a youth resource center where more activities can be carried out to help reach
out and equip youth;

3. Create more ways to support girls that are in the program as well as those that are at-risk in the community; and

4. Fund students to attend university based on their merit.

This process involves solidifying the work that Shalom Reconciliation Ministries does and does not do. Please see the
final page of this report to see the new objectives that SRM has moving forward.
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My mother died in March 2008. | found Rainbow Mike and my brother Losike Paul
plus some boys from Shalom home digging the grave at the health center to bury
my mother. | join in the burial and after the burial | talked to Mike about my situa-
tion and desire to go to school. Mike received me at Shalom Home, and | was hap-
py to reunite with my brother as well as gain the opportunity to start primary
school.

| am happy with my PLE result but am not very happy because my target was to
pass with 1° mark and not 2", | feel good and excited to join secondary education where every put on trouser and
there is no one who cares about age, and there are people who are older than me there. My dream is to be a doctor
and | would like to one day treat my people (Karamojong) from Kotido Health center.

Yes, | feel good to have the access to school but | feel bad for my brothers because | am the only one who is school-
ing. | hope to help them in future when I finished my education because now some of them are living on the street
and asking for help from me even when am not yet having any job.

| am thanking Shalom for helping me since | join school in 2008 up to now, and may God bless Shalom and my spon-
sor for supporting me until this day.

2014 Ministry Summary (by the Numbers)
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2014 Financial Summary
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General Fund S 6,355.40 S 6,987.81 S (2,000.00) $11,343.21

Rainbow Mike Support S 577.00 S 4,200.00 $ (3,800.00) $ 977.00

Regular Sponsorship S 3,447.44 $10,802.00 S (16,420.00) $(2,170.56)

Administration S (62.74) S 128.10 S (508.10) S (442.74)
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Shalom Reconciliation Ministry is a community-based organization
(CBO) in Kotido, Karamoja with a vision to To create a prosperous
Karamoja through supporting the education, empowerment, and
creative expression of youth in Kotido District.

hdzNJ YI Ay 202S00 @%ia mt2 NINBK § a8 FIZNKE 2H
1. Supporting youth with access to basic education

2. Supporting youth to access income generating opportunities

3. Toincrease the number of youth with a supportive care net-

work
SYI AT Y 4. Provide alternatives to at-risk youth to develop healthy physi-
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johnmbarbee@yahoo.com
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Serving the needs of people in
Karamoja by supporting Shalom
Reconciliation Ministry, Uganda
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From Rainbow Mike

The year 2014 is at an end and | am taking P
time to pray a lot more for myself, my
family, relatives, friends and the minis-
try... Shalom. The most important thing
for me is to know what God is saying for
now and tomorrow such that | keep on ;
moving. | have seen people begin church-
es and many organizations left Karamoja
and Kotido particularly because of the
challenges on the ground. It's easy to
start things in Karamoja but has always
been a bigger challenge to sustain and |
have been thanking God for having given
us the grace to serve until today. The word of God in 2

B God’s blessing on you all—I thank each one of
@ you for making Shalom what it is today!

seek the Lord and the good of their neigh-

bors;

- 2) Protection for Rainbow Mike and his family—
from sickness and any discouragement;

3) The youth would receive the support they
need and the social system that looks out for
them would expand in Kotido.

Our Website:
Samuel 23 has really encouraged my heart as | could _
see some of the David's great men doing things quite www.shalomuganda.moonfruit. com
similarly to our situation in the ministry, and | learn that AeSHALOM MINISTRIES

God can use a person or a group to accomplished big
things depending on faith and confidence in God.




